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MONTICELLO WINE TRAIL WINERIES ACCOUNT FOR NEARLY 
HALF OF ALL GOLD MEDALS IN VA GOVERNOR’S CUP WINE 

COMPETITION 
King Family Vineyards won the Governor’s Cup, with six other Charlottesville area 

wines included in the prestigious Governor’s Cup Case 
 
Charlottesville, VA (March 1, 2018) – The Charlottesville Albemarle Convention & Visitors 
Bureau (CACVB) is excited to announce that members of the Monticello Wine Trail 
accounted for nearly half of all gold medals awarded in this year’s Virginia Governor’s Cup 
wine competition. Of the nearly 100 gold medals awarded in the competition, 48 were given 
to wines from members of the Monticello Wine Trail. Wines entered into the Governor’s Cup 
competition must be made from 100% Virginia fruit and be subjected to a thorough and 
stringent judging process over a four-week period. Nearly 450 Virginia wines were entered 
into this year’s competition. 
 
The top twelve wines comprising the prestigious Governor’s Case were announced by 
Governor Ralph Northam and several state wine officials at an event in Richmond on 
February 27. Seven of these twelve wines were produced by wineries on the Monticello Wine 
Trail. Wineries from the Trail which received this high honor include Barboursville Vineyards, 
Early Mountain Vineyards, Jefferson Vineyards, Keswick Vineyards, King Family Vineyards, 
and Veritas Vineyard and Winery. King Family Vineyards took home the top prize, receiving 
the coveted 2018 Governor’s Cup for its 2014 Meritage wine. 
 
George Hodson, President of the Monticello Wine Trail, said “We are extremely proud of the 
Wineries, Winemakers and Grape Growers of the Monticello AVA. Despite only representing 
around 10% of Virginia's wineries, the Monticello AVA received almost half of the 
Competition's Gold medals, just over half of the wines in the Governor's Case, and produced 
the overall winner.  We look forward to continuing our commitment to producing world class 
wines right here in central Virginia!” 
 
The Monticello Wine Trail is an association of 33 wineries surrounding Charlottesville, 
Virginia in the counties of Albemarle, Greene, Madison, Nelson and Orange and is a 
subsidiary of the Jeffersonian Wine Grape Growers Society (JWGGS). The mission of the 
JWGGS is to support its members and promote quality grapes and wine produced in the 
Monticello American Viticultural Area. 
 
The Charlottesville area has received numerous accolades over the years, including being 
recently named as “one of the top wine destinations in the world” by Wine Enthusiast. 
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About the Charlottesville Albemarle Convention & Visitors Bureau (CACVB): 
In addition to serving as the global resource for marketing the tourism assets of 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County, Virginia, through www.visitcharlottesville.org, the 
CACVB assists tour operators, meeting planners, reunions and other groups in planning 
visits to the destination.  CACVB’s mission is “to enhance the economic prosperity of City 
and County by promoting, selling and marketing the City of Charlottesville and County of 
Albemarle, as a destination, in pursuit of the meetings and tourism markets.”  CACVB 
operates the Downtown Visitor Center (610 E Main St) which is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and a second visitor center, the Albemarle Tourism and Adventure Center in downtown 
Crozet (5791 Three Notch’d Rd) at the historic train depot; it is open Wednesday - Saturday 
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and Sunday Noon - 5:00 p.m. The CACVB also provides a touch-
screen kiosk at Monticello’s Thomas Jefferson Visitor Center.  The official website of the 
CACVB is www.visitcharlottesville.org.  In addition, the organization manages powerful social 
media channels; ExperienceCharlottesville on Facebook, @VisitCVille on Twitter, CVilleVA 
on Pinterest, and @CharlottesvilleVA on Instagram and Vimeo. 
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