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QLogic Expands Storage Connectivity Portfolio with New Family of Enhanced Gen 5 

Fibre Channel Adapters and the Industry’s First Gen 6 Fibre Channel Ready Adapter  

New Adapters Deliver Unsurpassed Performance, Reliability, Power Efficiency and Investment 

Protection 

ALISO VIEJO, Calif. – Oct. 12, 2015 – Today, QLogic® introduced a new portfolio of Enhanced 

Gen 5 (16Gb) Fibre Channel Adapters and the industry’s first Gen 6 (32Gb) Fibre Channel 

Ready platform to address the demands of next generation workloads, low latency SSD/flash-

based storage and caching, and memory-intensive and transaction-heavy applications including 

virtualization, online transaction processing (OLTP), data migration and 4K video production. 

The new Enhanced Gen 5 Fibre Channel Adapters provide more than just a performance 

increase; they deliver unsurpassed reliability, power efficiency and investment protection, along 

with the most advanced set of data center diagnostic, orchestration and Quality of Service (QoS) 

capabilities available today. This new class of I/O connectivity solutions deliver: 

 Future Proof Upgrades from 16Gb to 32Gb Fibre Channel – The QLE2694U is Gen 6 

Fibre Channel Ready, with upgradeability from 16Gb to 32Gb Fibre Channel by simply 

changing the optics, ensuring long-term infrastructure investment protection.  

 Unsurpassed Performance and Scalability – The QLE2694, QLE2694U and 

QLE2694L are the industry’s first native quad-port Gen 5 Fibre Channel Adapters, 

delivering more than 2.6 million IOPS with optimal load balancing and linear 

performance scalability per port. Leveraging QLogic’s unique port-isolation design, the 

Enhanced Gen 5 Fibre Channel Adapters provide independent data paths for each port, 

running full line rate with more than 12,000MB per second across PCIe 3.0 x16 lanes. 

By providing double the performance per adapter, and almost two times the IOPS of 

previous Gen 5 Fibre Channel Adapters, the QLE2694 series delivers the scalability to 

double the number of virtual machines (VMs) per system. 

 StorFusion™ Technology for Advanced SAN Fabric Management and 

Performance – QLogic StorFusion technology, also announced today, delivers a full 

suite of diagnostics, rapid provisioning, and guaranteed performance service-level 

agreements (SLAs) throughout the fabric leveraging Brocade® Gen 5 Fibre Channel 

fabrics. These adapters automate and simplify SAN deployment and orchestration by 



 
 

using software-defined dynamic fabric provisioning and centrally assigned Fibre Channel 

node assignments within StorFusion which are vital in software-defined data centers.  

 Unmatched Operational Efficiency – The QLogic QLE2694 Series Adapters provide 

up to 75 percent lower power per port compared to previous Gen 5 Fibre Channel 

Adapters for reduced total cost of ownership (TCO) and leverage StarPower™ 

technology with dynamic and adaptive power management features to optimize power 

and lower thermal footprints in the data center. 

 Data Center Orchestration for Single or Multi-Tenant Environments – QLogic 

Enhanced Gen 5 Fibre Channel Adapters are integrated with major data center 

orchestration platforms including VMware vCenter™ and Windows Server with Hyper-V. 

Support for VMware vSphere® Virtual Volumes™, which enables per-VM storage 

management through the use of policies, and Windows Server 2012 Virtual Fibre 

Channel (vFC) technology, allows for simplified live VM migration. In addition, the 

QLogic QConvergeConsole® (QCC) plug-in for VMware vCenter Server™ and 

vSphere™ Web Client provides a graphical topology map of the virtualized infrastructure, 

simplifying complex management tasks. 

“Our Enhanced Gen 5 Fibre Channel and Gen 6 Fibre Channel Ready Adapters provide game-

changing data center orchestration, virtualization and performance capabilities that specifically 

address the needs of the fastest growing segments of the SAN market such as all flash arrays, 

and multi-tenant environments,” said Vikram Karvat, vice president of products, marketing, and 

planning, QLogic. “Fibre Channel is the most trusted network for storage, servers and 

applications. Even in the world’s largest cloud companies, the front end may run on Ethernet, 

but the back end, where mission-critical operations reside, run on Fibre Channel. Fibre Channel 

is the ‘Swiss Banking’ of network protocols and it will be the trusted fabric for many years to 

come.” 

The QLE2694 Series of Adapters include:  

 QLE2694U – a quad-port, full-height Enhanced Gen 5 (16Gb) Fibre Channel Adapter 

that is upgradable to Gen 6 (32Gb) Fibre Channel  

 QLE2694 – a quad-port, full-height Enhanced Gen 5 Fibre Channel Adapter, and  

 QLE2694L – a quad-port, low-profile Enhanced Gen 5 Fibre Channel Adapter  

The new QLogic Enhanced Gen 5 Fibre Channel Adapters with StorFusion technology will 

begin shipping this month. Join us for a complimentary webinar on Nov. 5, 2015 to learn more 

about optimizing your fabric with Enhanced Gen 5 Fibre Channel. Register here: 

http://qlogic.com/Pages/formsReg/EnhancedGen5.aspx. 

Supporting Quotes 

“Fibre Channel has been the foundational and transformational networking technology in the 
data center that has enabled mission critical, high performance storage,” said Jack Rondoni, 
vice president of storage networking, Brocade. “Technology innovation has been a key 
differentiator that has kept Fibre Channel relevant and important through the many evolutions of 
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data center technology. QLogic’s Gen 6 Fibre Channel Ready HBAs represent the next leap in 
innovation that will help customers make a seamless transition to higher reliability and 32Gbps 
performance.” 
 
"Given that 16Gb Fibre Channel HBA shipments are rapidly heading toward a majority of the 

total Fibre Channel HBA market, QLogic’s announcement of enhanced 16Gb Fibre Channel 

HBAs, in conjunction with 32Gb-capable Fibre Channel HBAs, covers the current and future 

requirements of modern data centers," said Seamus Crehan, president of Crehan Research. 

"These products will help enable cloud best practices such as elastic infrastructure, virtualization, 

scalable storage and orchestration in a reliable, cost-effective and power-efficient manner."  

“QLogic provides DDN customers with the highest performance pathway to Fibre Channel 

networking,” said Bret Weber, chief technology officer and vice president of engineering, DDN. 

“DDN is the leading provider to data intensive global enterprises and our customers demand the 

highest performance and absolute fastest connectivity. When it comes to providing the industry 

leading Fibre Channel solutions, DDN relies on QLogic.” 

“The Fibre Channel market will experience stable customer demand out to 2019 due to new 

flash (SSD) storage use cases requiring low-latency high capacity bandwidth, and continued 

investment of the vendor community to develop higher speed interfaces and capabilities needed 

in the modern on or off premises data center,” said Clifford Grossner, Ph.D., research director of 

data center, cloud and software-defined networking at IHS. “QLogic’s Enhanced Gen 5 Fibre 

Channel (Gen 6 Ready) products provide the performance, application traffic flow monitoring, 

virtualization support, and investment protection needed to be a strong marketplace contender.” 

"Pure Storage and QLogic have partnered to bring the 16Gb Fibre Channel connectivity options 

in the recently introduced FlashArray //m product line. The FlashArray //m is a Tier 1 enterprise 

class all flash storage array (AFA) that delivers blazing performance and throughput at 

consistent sub-millisecond latency,” said Matt Kixmoeller, vice president of products at Pure 

Storage. “QLogic's Gen 5 HBAs provide a no-compromise high-performance solution for 

applications that demand the highest performance levels offered by the FlashArray //m storage 

array.”  

“Large enterprises rely on flash storage for their growing transaction intensive applications,” said 

Sudhir Prasad, senior director, product management and strategy, Violin Memory. “QLogic’s 

Fibre Channel portfolio supports these workloads with unmatched performance and efficiency, 

allowing our customers to simplify SAN management and get the most out of their flash-based 

storage infrastructure.” 

“QLogic and VMware share the vision of simplified storage operations and increased application 

SLA visibility,” said Howard Hall, senior director, Global Technology Partner Organization, 

VMware. “The support of QLogic for vSphere Virtual Volumes adds to our partner momentum 

on unique solutions for Software-Defined Storage.” 

Follow QLogic @ twitter.com/qlogic 



 
 
 

QLogic – the Ultimate in Performance 

 

QLogic (Nasdaq:QLGC) is a global leader and technology innovator in high performance server 

and storage networking connectivity products. Leading OEMs and channel partners worldwide 

rely on QLogic for their server and storage networking solutions. For more information, visit 

www.qlogic.com. 
 
Disclaimer – Forward-Looking Statements 
This press release contains statements relating to future results of the company (including certain beliefs and projections regarding business 
and market trends) that are "forward-looking statements" as defined in the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Such forward-
looking statements are subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from those projected or implied in 
the forward-looking statements. The company advises readers that these potential risks and uncertainties include, but are not limited to: 
potential fluctuations in operating results; gross margins that may vary over time; unfavorable economic conditions; the stock price of the 
company may be volatile; the company's dependence on the networking markets served; the company's ability to compete effectively with 
other companies; the company's dependence on a small number of customers; the ability to maintain and gain market or industry acceptance 
of the company's products; the company's dependence on sole source and limited source suppliers; the company's dependence on 
relationships with certain third-party subcontractors and contract manufacturers; uncertain benefits from strategic business combinations, 
acquisitions and divestitures;  the ability to attract and retain key personnel; the complexity of the company's products; declining average unit 
sales prices of comparable products; sales fluctuations arising from customer transitions to new products; seasonal fluctuations and uneven 
sales and purchasing patterns with our customers and suppliers; changes in the company's tax provisions or adverse outcomes resulting 
from examination of its income tax returns; international economic, currency, regulatory, political and other risks; facilities of the company 
and its suppliers and customers are located in areas subject to natural disasters; the ability to protect proprietary rights; the ability to 
satisfactorily resolve any infringement claims; a reduction in sales efforts by current distributors; declines in the market value of the 
company's marketable securities; changes in and compliance with regulations; difficulties in transitioning to smaller geometry process 
technologies; the use of "open source" software in the company's products; system security risks, data protection breaches and cyber-
attacks; and the company’s ability to borrow under its credit agreement is subject to certain covenants. 
 
More detailed information on these and additional factors that could affect the company's operating and financial results are described in the 
company's Forms 10-K, 10-Q and other reports filed, or to be filed, with the Securities and Exchange Commission. The company urges all 
interested parties to read these reports to gain a better understanding of the business and other risks that the company faces. The forward-
looking statements contained in this press release are made only as of the date hereof, and the company does not intend to update or revise 
these forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. 
 
QLogic and the QLogic logo are registered trademarks of QLogic Corporation. Other trademarks and registered trademarks are the property 
of the companies with which they are associated. 
 
VMware, vCenter, Virtual Volumes and vSphere are registered trademarks or trademarks of VMware, Inc. in the United States and other 
jurisdictions. The use of the word "partner" or "partnership" does not imply a legal partnership relationship between VMware and any other 
company. 
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